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F t's a caricature, really, of the old
; cliche about one person being

able to make a difference. But
make a difference-Mrs. Ttrry

Rakolla has, a big difference. She's
not through yet.And her plan for the .
future has Tbd Koppel sputtering,
which means it can't be all bad.

Upset by some of the garbage she
has seen on prime-time net\s'ork
television — specifically Fox TV's
"Married... With Children"— Mrs.
Rakolta, a concerned pro-family
mother from a suburb of Detroit,
Mich. —WTOte letters to 45 sponsors
of that program denouncing it for
"helping to feed our kids a steady
diet of gratuitous sex and violence."

And Mrs. Rakolta's letters have"
gotten results. . - /

Procter & Gamble, McDonald's";
T^mbrands andKimt^rly Clark alll-
instructed their ad agencies not to -
purchase any more time on"^'Mar^-
ried .. With Children." And the
president of Coca-Cola USA, Ira C, ;
Herbert, vsTote her and apologized/
saying he was "corporately, profes
sionally and' personally embar-';
passed" that an ad for Coke had ap-"
peared on this program.,^ , " .

And then Mrs. Rakolta appeared
on ABC's"Nightline" program.

Does she ha\'e a goal, a grand
strategy'?, asks Tfed Koppel, the host
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of this program. Well, yes, says'Mrs.
.Rakolta, she does. She says she's not
goingto let things drop now.She says
she wants to come to Washington,
D.C., to meet vith groups already
interested in responsible ad\'ertis-
ing in the media. And she says such
groups are talking about a nation
wide boycott of one specific adwr-
tiser, for one year, to make an exam
ple and to make a statement on
behalf of the American family. "

lb . which Mr. Koppel replies;

Who's talking about that, that is
about such a boycott? . - "
- Well, Mrs.";Rakolta names the
American Family Association. And
she says she'd also like to meet with
the Concerned Women of America,
a group she says has 600,000 mem
bers.

Mr. Koppel (incredulously); "And
the idea is to put one sponsor and, in
effect, blackball them for a year?"

Mrs. Rakolta: "Yeah."
. Mr. Koppel (beginning slowly but

surely . to gel the picture): "YouV
might put 'em out of business." ^

Mrs. Rakolta: "Well,1 ihink thai's'4
the intent. I mean, they are polluting^
the minds of our children. Why can'tA

do the same thing to them?"- -v

Mr. Koppel (seemingly flustered]
and beginning to sputter): "You'reJ.
talking about sponsors, not the prort
ducers, the networks. In other]
w'ords, you might take a company^
and say 'Folks, we're going to boycottj
you for a year and if you go outta?
business, tough'?" " • •• • '̂ 1

Mrs. Rakolta (standing herl
.ground, God bless Jierl): ".Exactlyl
.They don't care.too much about thej
,family'^ Vr -,•; /''.'.v.:,••"r-. -1 •- •
,, •.Wow, this iferrj^ Rakolta is sdme^
profile in couragej^n't she? ;
- : But what's Mr. Koppel's story?.|
Why is he so shocked by w'hat Mrs.'fl
Rakolta says she wants to do? v i

Why doesn't Tfed Koppel underrl
stand that all ^Irs. Rakolta is propos-""3
ing is a simple act of self-defenseJ
and the defense of her family and?
other people's families? " J

Aren't parents, particularly \iith :
young children, allowed to defend 1
them against the slop that pours out •'
of their T\' sets from the networks !
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during jjrimetiin^ ^iV ^; ••
And "slop" is one of the niicer :

words that may fairly be used ;to
characterize Fox TV's "Married-tii'.V '
With thiWren^ 'tedeeid^ this:
gram is so bad that it has -been
panned by the TVcritic bfThe New
York Times,* John O'Gprinor, Who
called it "blatantly crude," depicting
"marriage with the wife a's bitrtbo
and the husband ks determitied
chauvinist" Ahiorig the scenes Mr.
OlConnorspecifically objected to in
this, program Avas a si»pe; which
Showed th6 family 'dog havinr^^^
bowel movement. V

;Ha-ha. Real furinj^ right? •: ^
And Mrs. Rakolta; is absolutely

correct tobe"Appalled"by"Married
.. .With Children's" sexual innuendo
and treatment .of women, its ref
erences to homosexuality,and a se
quence which showed a woinra pU^
licly removing hiBr.ibra., ,Sa5^ Mrs.

Mr

What you're seeing is
d woman who's' M
With^fi^ trash we're •
pfferM on TV ei^i i

Rhkolta: "I care that there arie adver-'
tisfers out there paying. the freight;
for thiiSi Th^'re taking my dollars^
arid puttihg therh intb;Sof't:Core por-;.
n6gt'aphy?v--->-'-r•~-
,. :̂Amen;;Mrs. Rakoltfe!; Amen,;
:'Wend!:;; -:-V-;;

I, too,care that such filth is bdng
ptimpedinto our nation's r^pective
living roohis. I suspect that tens of
millions of tjther Americans also
care. And I'm delighted that you are
eEfectively•cbmbating this creeping:

^•cnid..f-:C;:.; -
;.:f But I remain puzzled by Uie rrac-;
tibn of TbdKoppel.""

=• i Mr.Koppelis, afterall, a man who,

not that long ago, was preaching to a -
college audience about the virtues of *

^the "ftn Commandments-T- about
.how God's laws are not suggestions,
but commandments. And a good ser
mon it was, too. .

: ^ But now;now,Mr. Koppel is almost
.swooningi live, on his own TV show,
when this Michigan mother has the.
temerity to call for something as
paissive ais an advertiser boycott in

•defense of traditional piorality.— a
• -morality which I thought Mr.Koppel
CbelieviBd in. Or so he said at Duke.
.University. .

? V} But, relax;, please, Mn Koppel.
Ibke 10deepbreaths and at least one

•; ColdshpweK . ^
Calm down.'V^

• What you're seeing, sir, is a
•woman who's speaking for tens of

'j fmillions of us, a woman who's had it;
iv'with thb trash we're offered on TV
4-':,every night. '•V, "v '
V'.^ ;: What you're seeing is a'woman

who, ironically, has the courage of
j^our convictions on this morality

r business^And I say: God bless her!


